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“Thomas Maeder has written a fascinating book on the origin, use, and

decline of a major antibiotic, chloramphenicol. For this reason the book will
be valuable to students of the drug development process in the United
States. But the book is more, much more. Chloramphenicol is an archetype
of all new drugs produced in the current era of pharmacologic therapeu-
tics. As our health care system evolves, it would be well for the architects
creating new systems to study closely the history of chloramphenicol. As
George Santayana put it: ‘Those who do not remember the past are con-

demned to relive it.
—HERBERT LEY, Jr.,, M.D., M.PH.

Former Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration

AUTHOR OF CHILDREN OF PSYCHIATRISTS CATHERINE PRICE




History Office
Mission Statement

m To increase knowledge of the history,
mission, and activities of the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration and its
predecessor, the Bureau of Chemistry
In the Department of Agriculture.
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What We Do: Oral History

m Conduct oral histories with retired and
nearly retired FDA employees with
significant contributions to make to the
agency’s institutional memory.
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What Do We Do: Artifacts

m \We curate, protect, and preserve evidence
of the agency’s physical past
Patent medicines
Wiley era catsup bottle
Elixir Sulfanilamide and thalidomide
Dalkon Shield
Inspector’s equipment
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Introducing Visitors to the FDA
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Artifact Alcove — Building 1




What We Do: History Website

m Website
http://www.fda.gov/AboutFDA/Wh

at\WWeDo/History/default.htm
Oral history interviews
Flickr photos
Information/articles
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